In addition to the Contribution Programme, the Netherlands Architecture Fund has set up two sub-regulations that commence forthwith. Outlined below is the Research and Design Programme. The Ministry of Education, Culture and Science has approved the Scheme in its letter with the reference code DK/I&I/113462.

Research and Design grant Programme
Objective

One of the two key tasks of the Fund is to promote professional excellence. Continuous professional development of the design disciplines is a prerequisite to strengthening the position of design in daily practice and contributing to high-quality spatial design at all scales. The possibilities are limited for design research and for more theoretical and analytical design-related research. The SfA has therefore made it a top priority to support innovative initiatives in this area.

In 2009 the Research and Design Programme will come into effect. An annual budget of 500,000 euro will be earmarked for this programme. 

Support Possibilities

Applications can be submitted in the Research and Design category. 

The projects relate to current or future spatial issues. They focus on design explorations of new programmes and conditions – related to design – in the field of interior, architecture, urban design, landscape architecture or combinations thereof.

An application can concern a project grant of a start-up grant. Applications can be made four times a year and are assessed by the Advisory Committee for project grant in Architecture. Application forms can be downloaded from www.archfonds.nl. 

Criteria

Criteria for qualifying for a project grant are: 

· The project concerns a current or future spatial question;

· and/or it is expected through its exceptional character to stimulate new developments in the field of spatial design and/or spatial development;
· and/or it poses questions about current insights and working methods;

· A multidisciplinary approach and collaboration with different parties is recommended; 

· The intended result adds to existing theory and/or practice.
Criteria to qualify for a start–up grant are:

A proposal contains at least a clear, concise description of:

· the question raised; 

· the scale or scales on which the research focuses;

· the research approach; 

· the disciplines involved;

· the education, background, and experience of the people responsible for carrying out the research;

· the way in which the results are made public.

Call for proposal
A number of times each year the SfA makes an open appeal for applications relating to specific spatial issues. The Call for proposal describes the task and the amount of funding available to develop a proposal, the total contribution available, the procedure followed, and how and by whom the proposals are assessed. The Call for Proposal are posted on the SfA website at least four weeks before the closing date and published in the digital newsletter. 

If the funding earmarked for the Design and Research grant Programme is not fully awarded, it will expire on October each year.

Netherlands Architecture Fund Contribution Programme
The SfA employs a Contribution Programme that covers applying for, assessing, granting and determining a financial contribution for a project. The Contribution Programme also applies to the provision of a financial contribution within the framework of this Grant Programme. The Contribution Programme can be downloaded from www.archfonds.nl.

