The Architecture Project Grants Programme of the Netherlands Architecture Fund (SfA) has been replaced by the Netherlands Architecture Fund Contribution Programme. In addition, the SfA has set up two sub-regulations that commence forthwith. The schemes are described below.

The Ministry of Education, Culture and Science has approved the schemes in its letter with the reference code DK/I&I/113462.
Netherlands Architecture Fund Contribution Programme
090101

With respect to Article 10, Clause 4,of the Specific Cultural Policy Act, 

the board of the Netherlands Architecture Fund;

In agreement with the Minister of Education, Culture and Science,

Decrees:

Article 1: Objective

In accordance with its statutes and under the definitions determined by law and the current regulations, the Netherlands Architecture Fund (SfA) grants project subsidies to legal entities or organisations registered with the Chamber of Commerce, to carry out projects:

a. 
aimed at exchanging knowledge by stimulating exemplary professional practice by designers, commissioners and policy-makers in the Netherlands in the field of architecture in the broad sense of the word, spatial design and planning, or;

b. 
aimed at the implementation of projects focused on the development of knowledge about architecture, spatial design, and spatial planning, or; 

c. 
aimed at the implementation of projects focused on communicating knowledge and informing and involving the broader public in current discussions about architectural or spatial issues. 

Article 2: Definition of terms

The terms used in these regulations are defined as follows:

Advisory body: an advisory committee or expert, as referred to in Article 7 of the statutes, appointed by the board.

Advisory committee: a committee, appointed by the board, that can be requested to assess an application according to the criteria set down in the Contribution Programme and/or Sub-regulations
Advisor: an expert appointed by the board who is requested to assess an application according to the criteria set down in the Contribution Programme and/or sub-regulations. An advisor can be appointed as an independent advisor or as a member of a committee. 

Architecture: architecture in the broad sense is understood to encompass urban design, landscape architecture, interior architecture, and related disciplines that focus on analysing and reflecting on architecture. 

Board: the board as referred to in Article 5 of the statutes.
Contribution: a one-off claim to financial support from the SfA, granted to prepare and/or implement a project. The contribution is not intended as payment for services provided by third parties for the SfA. 

Project: all work related to an incidental, concretely described activity that takes place within a maximum period of 24 months indicated in advance.

Secretary: a staff member of the SfA appointed as secretary to one or more committees who ascertains whether the applications can be assessed on the basis of the formal requirements and/or whether the applications contain sufficient information to be referred to an advisor or advisory panel. 

SfA: the Netherlands Architecture Fund.

Determining the contribution: a decision of the SfA to definitively award a contribution. This decision is taken after the completion of the project for which the contribution was awarded. 

Granting the contribution: a decision of the SfA to award a contribution provisionally. This decision precedes the implementation of the project for which the contribution is awarded.

Granting order: a decision of the SfA to grant a contribution, which specifies the obligations concerning the implementation of the project, the compilation of a final report for the purposes of determining the contribution, and the attribution of the SfA. 

Article 3: Implementation of Contribution Programme
1. The provisions specified in these regulations cover applying for, assessing, awarding, and determining a contribution for a project. These regulations also apply to the statutes, the household regulations, and the General Administrative Law Act. The SfA can set additional formal, financial, qualitative or quantitative requirements in sub-regulations. 

2. A contribution is always granted on condition that sufficient funds are made available to the SfA. 

3. The SfA can, with regard to the sequence of the assessment and the granting of a contribution, give priority to a certain application in connection with:

a. 
the available budget of the SfA; 

b.
the priorities established by the SfA in its published policy plan.

c. 
the earmarking of funds for the implementation of sub-regulations. 

4. The granting of a contribution is refused if provision of the contribution means that the financial limit of the Programme and/or sub-regulations would be exceeded.

Article 4: Contribution 

1. Only legal entities or organisations registered with the Chamber of Commerce are eligible for a contribution from the SfA. 

2. The board has specified project categories for which applications can be submitted. Contributions can be requested for project categories determined by the board. Per project category the board determines additional formal requirements that are included in the application forms and, where applicable, the sub-regulations. 

3. A contribution can only be granted:

a. if there is a budget deficit and the need for a contribution has, in the view of the SfA, been demonstrated;

b. if the applicant applies such a working method that the aims set by the applicant can reasonably be expected to be achieved;
c. if the applicant is not guilty of failing to meet the subsidy obligations of a project to which the SfA previously made a financial contribution; 

d. if the SfA is convinced that the project meets the objective defined in Article 1 of these regulations; 

e. if the applicant has made a reasonable case that the funding available for the project, including the SfA contribution and any revenue generated by entrance fees, sponsoring or otherwise, are sufficient to carry out the project in accordance with the requirements set down in these regulations;

f. if the result of the project is made public. That is not the case if the result is exclusively available to the institution that has applied. 

4. Contributions are not granted to:

a. institutions that receive structural funding from the central government;

b. municipalities and provinces;

c. projects that concern a repeat, revival, or reprint;

d. projects that take place within the framework of a study or education;

e. projects that do not involve a reasonable contribution or funding from the applicant, 


sponsoring and/or other contributions from third parties;

5. A contribution cannot be requested for:

a. educational programmes and related activities of educational institutions;

b. research carried out at Universities or Universities of Applied Sciences;

c. study tours;

d. operating deficits;

e. feasibility studies;

f. labour costs of government, provincial, and municipal agencies;

g. acquiring possessions;

h. construction and renovation costs;

i. interior, restoration, and refurbishment plans;

j. projects with a duration of longer than 24 months.

6. In sub-regulations the SfA can set additional and/or other requirements for granting a contribution. 

Article 5: Application procedure

1. At least three times a year the board releases information about the possibilities of applying for a contribution. The board also specifies the period for submissions and the requirements that an application for a contribution must meet.
2. Applications for contributions can be made at least three times a year, but always at least 10 weeks before the start of the project, in compliance with submission deadlines stipulated by the board.
3. The SfA provides an application form for submitting applications. The form can be downloaded from the website www.archfonds.nl. The SfA can send the form by post at the request of the applicant. This form must be completed fully and must meet the guidelines described in the explanation. It must be signed by the applicant. The application will only be considered if it meets these requirements.

Article 6: Grounds for refusal

1. 
An application is not considered if the project concerned – according to the application – does not commence within twelve months of the date of application.
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If the application is clearly not admissible or clearly without foundation, the SfA can decide to refuse the application immediately without further study or advice. 

3.       The SfA can decide not to consider an application if the form is not completed fully or if otherwise insufficient details and documents are submitted for a proper appraisal of the contents of the application or for the preparation of the required decision. The applicant is then offered the opportunity to submit the required details and documents within a period of two weeks. 

4. Applications must be written in Dutch or English. 

5. A decision not to consider an application will be made known to the applicant within four weeks after the application was completed or after the period of time allotted for that purpose has expired unused.

6. If, after the SfA has totally or partially refused a contribution application, an applicant submits a new application for the same project within six months of that decision, this application will be refused without further consideration or advice, unless altered circumstances or new facts are specified.

7. The SfA can decide to refuse an application without further consideration or advice if the same applicant has failed to submit the required reports, or submitted insufficient reports, concerning a previous project for which the SfA provided a financial contribution. 

Article 7: Contents of Application

1. The application is signed by a lawful representative of the applicant and contains at least the following information:

a. Date of application; name, address and place of residence of the applicant; and, in the case of a legal entity, a statement of the legal form and bank details.

b. The amount of the requested contribution and a description of the project for which this is applied. The description must state the objective of the project; where, when, by whom and how the project is to be carried out and for whom the project is intended. It must also state how the results will be made public. In addition, the importance of the project must be described so it can be assessed whether it meets the objectives of the SfA as formulated in Article 1 and 8 of these regulations. 

c. A realistic financial plan for the project, consisting of a clear overview of estimated revenue and expenses;

d. A statement of applications submitted to third parties for contributions, sponsoring or funding for the same project. The statement must also specify the status with regard to the assessment and/or decisions concerning such applications;

e. A copy of the statutes that apply to the applicant and a summary from the commercial register not older than twelve months;

f. The application form must be accompanied by the documentation and information specified in the explanation that accompanies this form to allow an assessment of whether the application meets the criteria formulated in the Contribution Programme and/or the relevant sub-regulations.
2. The SfA can request additional and/or other requirements in sub-regulations concerning the information that must be provided by the applicant.

Article 8: Assessment criteria

1. A contribution will only be granted if the project meets one or more of the following requirements:

a. Development of knowledge. The project contributes to the Dutch development of knowledge concerning architecture, spatial design and/or spatial planning and focuses on the design disciplines and/or parties involved in the building industry. It forms an addition to existing theory and/or practice, and/or is expected to stimulate new developments in the field of spatial design and/or planning because of its exceptional, exemplary character; and/or poses questions about current insights and working methods.
b. Exchange of knowledge. The project contributes to the exchange of knowledge between parties involved in spatial design and/or spatial planning and concerns current (international) architectural and spatial issues in the broadest sense of the word. It forms an addition to existing theory and/or practice, and/or stimulates through innovative collaborations exemplary study cases and/or the extent to which underexposed or urgent spatial issues are addressed. The results of the project should be significant to Dutch design practice.

c. Public awareness. The project contributes positively to enhancing public interest in architecture, spatial design and spatial planning in the broadest sense of the word. There is a relation with current issues and there is support for the project as evidenced by the expected public interest and the collaboration with and/or contributions from third parties. 

2. In deciding whether or not to grant a contribution, the SfA will always take the following into consideration:

a. The requirements and criteria in these regulations and/or the relevant sub-regulations.

b. Further requirements that relate to the execution of the project and that are determined by the board and contained in the application forms.

c. Priorities as referred to in Article 3, Clause 3 of these regulations
d. The necessity and size of the financial contribution.

e. The statuary aims of the applicant. 

f. The recommendation made on the basis of an application to the SfA.

Article 9: Advice

1. The SfA can refer an application to an advisor or an Advisory Committee for advice.

2. The SfA board has determined a policy that states when it deems a request for advice necessary and to which advisory panel the application is referred. 

3. The SfA can ask that the Advisor or Advisory Committee take into consideration priorities determined by the board in its assessment of applications.

4. In making a recommendation about whether or not to grant a subsidy, the Advisor or Advisory Committee must base its recommendation on the details, documentation, images, and any additional information supplied by the applicant.

5. The advisor or advisory panel is asked to assess the extent to which an application meets the criteria concerning content set down in Article 8 Clause 1 of the Contribution Programme and, where applicable, in sub-regulations.

6. A positive advice can be accompanied by a recommendation concerning the amount of the contribution to be awarded and/or recommendations concerning the implementation of the project. 

7. The work method, appointments, tenures and other rules concerning the functioning of an advisor and Advisory Committee are specified in the household regulations.

Article 10: Award of a financial contribution

1. Before the definitive contribution is determined, the SfA takes a decision on the granting of the desired contribution. 

2. The granting order contains a report of the possible recommendations, the conditions under which the contribution is made available, the obligations that the recipient must fulfil, the maximum amount of the contribution or the manner in which this will be determined, and information about its payment and advance payment.

3. Decisions concerning applications are taken within ten weeks, unless another period is specified in an sub-regulations. If an application is incomplete, the period within which a decision is given is postponed from the day on which the SfA has invited the applicant to complete the application until the day on which the application is completed or the period specified for this purpose has expired.

4. The order and all resulting agreements can expire if the project does not start within twelve months of the granting. No further notification from the SfA is required in such cases. The SfA can specify a different period of time in sub-regulations.

5. In the granting order the SfA can set reservations and set guidelines and requirements concerning the preparation and/or implementation of the project, the presentation of the results, the way in which payment is made, the documenting, and the final report on financing and content.

6. No rights concerning the rewarding of a subsequent application for a contribution may ever be derived by the applicant concerning the granting of a contribution.

Article 11: Cancellation of or change to a financial contribution

1. As long as the contribution has not been definitively determined, the SfA can rescind its decision to grant the contribution or reduce the amount of the contribution to the detriment of the recipient, if:

a. the project for which the contribution is awarded has not taken place, or will not take place in accordance with the law, the Contribution Programme, the sub-regulations in question, or the requirements of the granting order;

b. the recipient of the contribution has acted in conflict with the obligations that accompany the contribution;

c. the recipient has provided incorrect or incomplete details, and the correct or complete details would have resulted in a different decision concerning the application; 

d. the decision was wrong and the recipient knew that or should have known that;

e. the final report is not submitted within the stated period of time (see Article 13, Clause 1);

f. changed circumstances or new insights in the project strongly advise against (unchanged) continuation of the contribution;

g. the recipient has been declared bankrupt or has been granted a suspension of payment, or the dept repayment regulation for legal entities has been declared applicable to him, or an application for this has been submitted to a court of law.

2. The cancellation or change dates back to the moment when the grant was awarded, unless the decision to withdraw or change is determined otherwise.

Article 12: Advance funding

The SfA can make an advance payment. The amount and rate of payment of the advance is stated in the granting order. The advance amounts to a maximum of eighty percent of the total grant awarded. The SfA can specify additional rules in the sub-regulations concerning the advance payment. 

Article 13: Obligations of the Contribution Recipient

1. Within four months of the completion of the project, the recipient of the contribution must submit a report on the content and financing of the project. This report must provide insight into the nature, duration and scope of the activities carried out (see Article 14, Clause 1). The report must also compare the activity that has been carried out with the activity proposed in the application. Requirements concerning the way in which the report is to be drawn up are appended to the positive order concerning the application. 

2. The applicant must mention the SfA as subsidiser in all publications. The SfA logo must be included in all publications and reports. If an applicant includes logos of commercial sponsors, the SfA logo must also be used. 

3. If the total contribution from the SfA for a project totals more than 50,000 euro, the financial report must be accompanied by an accountant’s statement as referred to in Article 393 Clause 1 of Book 2 of the Dutch Civil Code concerning the compliance with the provisions of the Contribution Programme and possible sub-regulations. The recipient guarantees the SfA that the project will be implemented in an efficient and financially responsible way. To that end the recipient will conduct good management, will use the contribution in an efficient manner for the purpose for which it is granted, and will comply with all obligations specified by the SfA in relation to the granting of the contribution.

4. If the total contribution for a project from the SfA amounts to less than 50,000 euro, the financial report must be supported with documentation.
5. The recipient of the contribution informs the SfA in writing as soon as possible, by submitting the relevant documents, if facts or circumstances (will) arise that could influence the granting or determining of the contribution, or a cancellation of or change to the contribution.

Article 14: Determination of the contribution

1. To determine the financial contribution, the recipient of the contribution must submit a financial report within four months of the completion of the project. This offers insight into the way in which the applicant has used and spent the contribution on the project. The financial report must correspond with the breakdown of the financial plan submitted with the application. Significant differences between the final report and the estimate must be clarified. In submitting the report, the recipient of the contribution must show that the project has taken place  as set out in the application or in line with the changes to the execution of the project permitted by the SfA.

2. The SfA can give the recipient further instructions concerning the control or compliance with the requirements associated with the granting of the contribution.

3. The order concerning the determination of the contribution is made known by the SfA in writing within three months after receipt of the requested details as specified in this Programme and/or the sub-regulations. The granting order specifies the amount of the definitive contribution.

4. The amount of the contribution corresponds with the determination of the contribution paid.

5. Wrongfully and/or inadvertently paid contributions and advances can be recovered by the SfA.

Article 15: Objection

1. An interested party can make an objection by submitting a notice of objection to the SfA. The period for submitting an objection is six weeks. The period starts on the day after the decision is announced.

2. The notice of objection is legally signed and contains at least:

a. name, address and place of residence of the submitter of the objection;

b. the date of the notice of objection;

c. a description of the decision against which the objection is made;

d. the grounds for the objection;

e. if applicable and as far as it is not in the possession of the SfA: a copy of the statutes of the legal entity submitting the objection and a summary from the commercial register not older than four months that proves that the legal entity is represented lawfully;

f. written authorisation if the party concerned is represented by an authorised representative.

3. The SfA confirms in writing receipt of the notice of objection to the individual who submitted the notice of objection. 

4. The SfA can refer a notice of objection for advice to an appeals board, the composition of which is determined by the SfA.

5. Before the SfA takes a decision on the objection, it offers interested parties an opportunity to be heard.

6. It can be decided not to hear the parties concerned if:

a. the notice of objection is clearly inadmissible;

b. the objection is clearly unfounded; 

c. the parties concerned have declared in writing not to avail of the opportunity to attend a hearing;

d. the objection is upheld and the interests of no other parties are damaged.

7. A report of the hearing is compiled by a person appointed by the SfA and who is present during the hearing.

8. The SfA reaches its decision within six weeks or, if an appeals board is created, within ten weeks of the receipt of the notice of objection. If the applicant is requested to rectify an omission as referred to in Article 6, clause 6 of the General Administrative Law Act, this period is suspended starting on the day of this request until the day when the omission is rectified or the period specified for this has expired. The SfA can adjourn the decision for a maximum of four weeks. The adjournment is made known in writing. Further postponement is possible as long as the submitter of the notice of objection assents and the interests of other parties are not affected. 

Article 16: Protection of personal information

The SfA will not supply confidential information about any application to third parties. Such information concerns company or production details supplied confidentially by the applicant to the SfA or personal details referred to in Chapter 2, Section 2 of the Personal Data Protection Act, unless the provision clearly does not constitute an infringement of private life.

Article 17: Period of time 

These regulations come into effect on the second day after the Contribution Programme has been published in the Netherlands Government Gazette. These regulations apply to all applications submitted to the SfA after 1 January 2009. The previous Programmes and sub-regulations apply to applications submitted before 1 January 2009.

Article 18

The Architecture Project Grant Programme (RPA010101) is abolished. 

Article 19: Final provisions 

In cases not covered by the law, the statutes, this Contribution Programme or sub-regulations, decisions will be taken by the board of the SfA.

The Netherlands Architecture Fund, 

per pro,

Ms M.A.A. Schoenmakers (chairperson)

Ms M. van Schendelen (secretary)

1 January 2009
